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Jancisrobinson.com selects Centauri Sauvignon Blanc 2008, 

from O. Fournier Chile, as ¨Wine of the Week¨. 

Wine Advocate (Robert Parker) reviews wines from O. Fournier Chile and Spain
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Jancis Robinson, through its web www.jancisrobinson.com, selected Centauri Sauvignon Blanc 2008, as “Wine of the Week”.” I was most impressed when tasting the current range of wines from O. Fournier, a family company that has been over-delivering particularly subtle wines from its wineries in Spain, Argentina and Chile. One of the most unusual wines was a new offering from the cool, coastal wine region of Leyda / San Antonio, O Fournier Centauri Sauvignon Blanc 2008 Leyda.”…”In a world full of very showy, sometimes unnecessarily, Sauvignons, there is admirable restraint about it, without its being in any way lacklustre.”

O. Fournier at Wine Advocate (Robert Parker)

Dr. Jay Miller, in charge of Spain, Argentina and Chile for Wine Advocate (Robert Parker) magazine, has published the scores for O. Fournier wines from Chile and Spain.

About the Chilean wines, Dr. Miller wrote: “The peripatetic Jose Manuel Ortega, Wharton graduate and former investment banker, is having a lot more fun making wine in Ribera del Duero, Mendoza, and now in Chile than he did making money on Wall Street. The best is yet to come at O. Fournier. I was shown five barrel samples of superb upscale red wines that will be released next year. They are all outstanding efforts that will merit scores in the 90-94 range.”

These samples would position O. Fournier wines from Chile as one of the top three best-rated wines in the country. With respect to the other wines from O. Fournier, Urban Maule Cabernet Sauvignon 2008 and Urban Maule Blend 2008 both received 89 points. They are positioned among the top two red wines from  price/quality perspective. Centauri Sauvignon Blanc 2008 scored 88 points while Centauri Blend 2007 (40% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Merlot, 30% Carignan) obtained 91 points. Of all the Chilean wines tasted, Centauri Blend 2007 was selected as one of the top two under USD 24.

From Spain, Urban Ribera from O. Fournier received 91 points and was selected “Best Spanish Wine under US$20”. This wine was also selected as one of the Top Three Spanish wines on the “Top 100 Best Value Wines from Spain”. Additionally, O. Fournier Ribera 2005 scored 94 points, being one of the top two of the tasting under USD 80.

O. Fournier Chile
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2008 Centauri Sauvignon Blanc
88 points

Drink: 2009 - 2010

$18 
The 2008 Centauri Sauvignon Blanc is medium straw-colored with an enticing nose of fresh herbs, citrus, and gooseberry. Vibrant on the palate with excellent depth and concentration, this tasty effort will provide pleasure over the next 12-18 months.

         2008 Alfa Centauri Sauvignon Blanc  (Barrel Sample)

       90 points

Drink: 2009 - 2012

$25 
        The 2008 Alfa Centauri Sauvignon Blanc was barrel-fermented in 500-liter 

        French casks. Toast, passion fruit, and citrus aromas lead to a medium-bodied, full- 

        flavored Sauvignon with excellent concentration and a lengthy finish. Drink it over 

        the next three years.
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2008 Urban Maule Cabernet Sauvignon
89 points

Drink: 2009 - 2012

$12 

The purple-colored 2008 Urban Cabernet Sauvignon, sourced from 65-120 year old vines, has a classy nose of black cherry and blackcurrant. Concentrated flavors, a supple texture, and excellent depth make for a crowd-pleasing effort that can be enjoyed over the next three years. 
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2008 Urban Maule Blend
89 points

Drink: 2009 - 2012

$12 

The 2008 Urban, a blend of Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Carignan, and Cabernet Sauvignon, has a remarkably complex perfume for its humble price. Blackcurrant, blackberry, spice box, and violet aromas are followed by a layered wine with plenty of ripe fruit, excellent balance, and a fruit-filled finish. It too can be enjoyed over the next three years.
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2007 Centauri Blend
91 points

Drink: 2011 - 2019

$24 
The 2007 Centauri is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Carignan aged for 12 months in French oak and bottled without filtration. It offers a more sophisticated aromatic array of underbrush, scorched earth, cigar box, leather, and assorted black fruits. Medium- to full-bodied, it has big mid-palate, lots of spice, and notes of chocolate. It has enough structure to evolve for several years and should be at its best from 2011 to 2019.

O. Fournier Spain
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2005 O. Fournier Ribera del Duero
94 points

Drink: 2015 - 2030

$77 
The 2005 O. Fournier spent 18 months in new French oak. Opaque purple-colored, it shows off a super-expressive perfume of wood smoke, floral notes, incense, black cherry, and blackberry. Opulent on the palate and with plenty of well-concealed ripe tannin, it will age effortlessly for another 5-7 years and have a drinking window extending from 2015 to 2030.

2007 Urban  Ribera del Duero
91 points


The 2007 Urban Ribera is a strong candidate for the best new release Ribera del Duero under $25. Made from 100% Tinta del Pais (Tempranillo), the wine spent four months in French oak. Purple-colored, it offers up a fragrant bouquet of scorched earth, violets, and black cherry that leaps from the glass. Smooth-textured and suave on the palate, it has loads of succulent black fruit, silky tannins, excellent depth and grip, and a juicy finish. Drink this tasty effort over the next four years.
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