Dear All:

My first reaction was not to send a note about this recognition. But then I started looking back since we started in 2000.
I realized that I owed to all the people that, throughout these years, have supported this project. Specially I would like
to mention Natalia Ortega, my sister, her husband, Jose Luis Buesa, and Jose Spisso, our Head Winemaker. Without
their commitment, hard work and love for O. Fournier, we would never had achieved this nomination. My father Mr.
Jose Manuel Ortega Sr., has been supporting us from the first day as well.

I also owed to all of you, O. Fournier employees, importers, journalists, suppliers, partners, customers, and anyone who
has supported us since the beginning. Without your support, the O. Fournier Group would not have been nominated
to this prestigious award. I truly appreciate for your constant help and trust.

The future is uncertain. But let us celebrate our successes today. This nomination is not for me. It belongs to all of you.
I also want to congratulate our US importer, Jorge Ordonez, who has been nominated as “US Importer of the Year”;
Roberto de la Mota, “Winemaker of the Year”; Sierra Cantabria, “European Winery of the Year” and Dr. Nicolas Catena
“Wine Personality of the Year”.

Regards and thank you again.
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Wine Enthusiast's Wine Star Awards
Nominees Announced!

Wine Enthusiast Magazine, celebrating the 10th anniversary of its Wine Star Awards, takes great pleasure in
announcing the 50 nominees for its wine and spirits awards.

The awards recognize excellence on all levels of the industry, from producing premium wines and spirits to market-
ing and distributing them. Brief descriptions of these nominees will appear in the November issue of the magazine,
published on October 5th, while the winners of each category will be announced and presented in-depth in the
December 15 issue, published the beginning of November.

Innovator of the Year
Jim Koch, Samuel Adams (Boston)
José Manuel Ortega, O. Fournier (Spain, Chile, Argentina)
Audrey Saunders, Pegu Club (New York)
Gary Vaynerchuk, Wine Library (New Jersey)
The Wine Group (Boston)

Adam Strum, Editor & Publisher of Wine Enthusiast Magazine, remarked on this year’s stellar list:
"Our 10th year awards ceremony may very well be the most exciting of all, with nominees from all corners
of the globe who show that innovation and tradition can indeed be paired. We take special pride also in honoring the
leading distributors in the country at this event. These are people whose tireless efforts to spread the word about the
value of wine as a part of everyday life have led to increased understanding and appreciation of wine in restaurants
and retail shops, which in turn have helped America become a great wine-drinking nation.”




